
 

 

Living as God’s Holy People  

1 Peter 1:13-2:12 

 

“It is not great talents that God so much blesses, as it is great 

likeness to Jesus. A holy minister is an awesome weapon in the hand 

of God…. My people’s greatest need is my personal holiness.” 

-- Robert Murray M’Chyene 

 

 

#1: Pursue Holiness in an Unholy World (1:13-2:8) 

 
1:13 

Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-

minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at 

the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
14 

As obedient children, do not be 

conformed to the passions of your former ignorance,  

 

“There is not a single Christian on earth – no pastor, no church 

member, no elder, no recent convert, no elderly saint – who rightly 

appraises the vileness of sin.” – Andy Davis 

 

“Sin always aims at the utmost; every time its raises to tempt or 

entice, might it have its own course it would go to the utmost; Every 

unclean glance would be adultery if it could; every covetous desire 

would be oppression; every thought of unbelief would be atheism, 

might it go to its head…. Always Be killing sin or it will be killing 

you.  -- John Owen 

 

 
15 

but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your 

conduct, 
16 

since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 
17 

And 

if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each 

one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your 

exile, 
18 

knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited 

from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 
19 

but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without 

blemish or spot. 
20 

He was foreknown before the foundation of the world 

but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of you 
21 

who 

through him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and 

gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.  
22 

Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a 



 

 

sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart, 
23 

since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of 

imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; 
24 

for  

  “All flesh is like grass  

and all its glory like the flower of grass.  

  The grass withers,  

and the flower falls,  

 
25 

 but the word of the Lord remains forever.”  

And this word is the good news that was preached to you.  
2:1

 So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all 

slander. 
2 

Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it 

you may grow up into salvation— 
3 

if indeed you have tasted that the 

Lord is good.  
4 

As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight 

of God chosen and precious, 
5 

you yourselves like living stones are being 

built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
6 

For it stands in 

Scripture:  

  “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone,  

a cornerstone chosen and precious,  

  and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”  

7 
So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,  

  “The stone that the builders rejected  

has become the cornerstone,”  

8 
and  

  “A stone of stumbling,  

and a rock of offense.”  

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to 

do. (1 Peter 1:13-2:8) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

#2: Proclaim Christ’s Glory to a Dark World (2:9-10) 

 
9 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 

people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the 

excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 

marvelous light. 
10 

Once you were not a people, but now you are 

God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 

received mercy. 

 
Your life is much bigger than a good job, an understanding spouse, and 

non-delinquent kids. It is bigger than beautiful gardens, nice vacations, 

and fashionable clothes. In reality, you are part of something immense, 

something that began before you were born and will continue after you 

die. God is rescuing fallen humanity, transporting them into his kingdom, 

and progressively changing them into his likeness – and he wants you to 

be part of it.  -- Paul Tripp  

 

 

#3: Practice Good Deeds Before a Watching World (2:11-12) 

 
11 

Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the 

passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. 
12 

Keep 

your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they 

speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and 

glorify God on the day of visitation. 
 

“Christians living an unbelieving society must avoid sinful desires 

and continually maintain exemplary patterns of life, so that 

unbelievers will be saved and God glorified. There is no reason to 

doubt that such a strategy of evangelism would still work today.”  

– Wayne Grudem 

 

 

 

“8 Easy Ways to Live Missionally” (Timmis Everyday Church) 

 

1. Eat with Non-Christians. 

2. Walk, Don’t Drive (if possible).  

3. Be a Regular.  



 

 

4. Hobby with Non-Christians.  

5. Talk to Your Co-workers.  

6. Volunteer with Non-Profits.  

7. Participate in City Events.  

8. Serve Your Neighbors.  

 

 

 
21 

For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, 

leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 
22 

He 

committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 
23 

When he was 

reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, 

but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 
24 

He himself 

bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to 

righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 
25 

For you were 

straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer 

of your souls. (1 Pet 2:21-25) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


