Let Down Your Nets
Luke 5:1-11

Social networks are the basic mechanism through which conversion takes
place.... Most conversions are not produced by professional missionaries
conveying a new message, but by rank-and-file members who share their faith
with their friends and relatives.... The principle that conversions spread
through social networks is quite consistent with the fact that the earliest
followers of Jesus shared many family ties and long-standing associations....
Although the very first Christian converts in the West may have been by full-
time missionaries, the conversion process soon became self-sustaining as new
converts accepted the obligation to spread their faith and did so by
missionizing their immediate circle of intimates.

-Rodney Stark

There must be an atmosphere of expectation that every member will always
have 2 to 4 people in the incubator, a force-field in which people are being
prayed for, given literature, brought to church or other events.

- Tim Keller

5 Networks

Familial Network: Family you have

Vocational Network: People you work with

Commercial Network: Businesses you frequent

Geographical Network: Neighbors you see

Relational Network: Friends you make (not necessarily neighbors). These
can be cultivated through recreation or missional endeavors.
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5 Tasks
1. Pray for Them
2. Serve Them
3. Give Gospel-Centered Literature to Them
4. Invite Them
5. Speak the Gospel to Them

Catching Fish (5:1-7)

On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God,
he was standing by the lake of Gennesaret, 2 and he saw two boats by the lake, but
the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. 3 Getting into one
of the boats, which was Simon’s, he asked him to put out a little from the land. And
he sat down and taught the people from the boat. 4 And when he had finished
speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a
catch.” ® And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at



your word I will let down the nets.” ® And when they had done this, they enclosed a
large number of fish, and their nets were breaking. ’ They signaled to their partners

in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so
that they began to sink. (Luke 5:1-7)

Acts

e So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day
about three thousand souls. (2:41)

e And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.
(2:47b)

¢ And more than ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and
women (5:14)

e And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples
multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient
to the faith. (6:7)

e for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many
people were added to the Lord (11:24)

e But the word of God increased and multiplied. (12:24)

e And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of
the Lord, and as many as were appointed to eternal life believed. And the word of
the Lord was spreading throughout the whole region. (13:48-49)

e So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and they increased in numbers
daily. (16:5)

e Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the
word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were
so. Many of them therefore believed, with not a few Greek women of high
standing as well as men. (17:11-12)

e So the word of the Lord continued to increase and prevail mightily. (19:20)

e He lived there two whole years at his own expense, and welcomed all who came
to him, proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ
with all boldness and without hindrance. (28:30-31)

Catching People (5:8-11)

Luke 5:8-11

8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me,
for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” % For he and all who were with him were astonished
at the catch of fish that they had taken, 1% and so also were James and John, sons of
Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid;
from now on you will be catching men.” " And when they had brought their boats to
land, they left everything and followed him.

Rev 1:9-17



%], John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the
patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of
the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. '° I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day,
and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet " saying, “Write what you see in a
book and send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum
and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.”

2 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw
seven golden lampstands, 3 and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of
man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. ' The hairs
of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of
fire, 15 his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was
like the roar of many waters. '®In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth
came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in full strength.

" When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on

me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last,

Luke 5:8-11

8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me,
for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” % For he and all who were with him were astonished
at the catch of fish that they had taken, 1% and so also were James and John, sons of
Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid;
from now on you will be catching men.” " And when they had brought their boats to
land, they left everything and followed him.

John 21:4-14

4 Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not
know that it was Jesus. ° Jesus said to them, “Children, do you have any fish?” They
answered him, “No.” ® He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat,
and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in,
because of the quantity of fish. * That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to
Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his
outer garment, for he was stripped for work, and threw himself into the sea. 8 The

other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far
from the land, but about a hundred yards off.

® When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out
on it, and bread. "® Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just
caught.” 'S0 Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish,
153 of them. And although there were so many, the net was not torn. ' Jesus said to
them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who
are you?” They knew it was the Lord. *® Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to
them, and so with the fish. ' This was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to



the disciples after he was raised from the dead.

Isaiah 6:1-8

In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and
lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him stood the seraphim.
Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet,
and with two he flew. ® And one called to another and said:

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory!”

4 And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and
the house was filled with smoke. ® And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for [ am a
man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes
have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!”

® Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he
had taken with tongs from the altar. ” And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold,
this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.”

8 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go
for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! Send me!’

[INSERT KEELAN’S MAP]

Luke 5:11

“And when they had brought their boats to the land, they left everything and
followed him.”

What kind of people does Christ use for this mission?

1. Ordinary people, who humble themselves and rely on the grace of Jesus.

26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to
worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 2 Byt
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is
weak in the world to shame the strong; 22 God chose what is low and despised in
the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 250 that no
human being might boast in the presence of God. *® And because of him you are
in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and
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sanctification and redemption, M0 that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts,
boast in the Lord.” (1 Cor 1:26-31)

Ordinary people, who humble themselves and rely on the grace of Jesus.
Ordinary people, who obey the commands of Jesus.

Ordinary people, who teach the word of Jesus.

Ordinary people, who treasure Jesus above all things.



