Give Gospel Centered Literature to Them ...
To Help People Understand the Good News
Acts 8:26-40

Stott: “The fact is that God has given us two gifts, first the Scriptures and secondly teachers to
open up, explain, expound and apply the Scriptures. It is wonderful to note God’s providence in
the Ethiopian'’s life, first enabling him to obtain a copy of the Isaiah scroll and then sending Philip
to teach him out of it.”

%6 Now an angel of the Lord said to Phili;), “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. “° And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a
court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to
Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 2 And
the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 39 S0 Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the
prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” *' And he said, “How can I, unless someone
guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the passage of the Scripture that he was
reading was this:

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter
and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he opens not his mouth.

In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?

For his life is taken away from the earth.”

33

3 And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about
someone else?” *° Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news
about Jesus. *® And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here
is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 38 And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went
down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 3 And when they came up out of the water,
the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing.
40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he
came to Caesarea.

1. Love People with God-centered Love (8:26-40, also 8:4-8)

4 Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word. ® Philip went down to the city of
Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ. ® And the crowds with one accord paid attention to what was
being said by Philip when they heard him and saw the signs that he did. ” For unclean spirits, crying out
with a loud voice, came out of many who had them, and many who were paralyzed or lame were healed.
8 So there was much joy in that city.

%6 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. " And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a
court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to
Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 2 And
the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 39 S0 Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the
prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” *' And he said, “How can I, unless someone



guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the passage of the Scripture that he was
reading was this:

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter
and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he opens not his mouth.

In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?

For his life is taken away from the earth.”

33

3 And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about
someone else?” *° Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news
about Jesus. *® And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here
is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 38 And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went
down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 3 And when they came up out of the water,
the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing.
40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he
came to Caesarea.

2. Be Led by the Spirit (8:26-40)

%6 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. " And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a
court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to
Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 2 And
the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 39 S0 Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the
prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” *' And he said, “How can I, unless someone
guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the passage of the Scripture that he was
reading was this:

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter
and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he opens not his mouth.

In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?

For his life is taken away from the earth.”

33

3 And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about
someone else?” *° Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news
about Jesus. *® And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here
is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 38 And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went
down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 3 And when they came up out of the water,
the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing.
40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he
came to Caesarea.

Here again is a most extraordinary subject, and indeed a very fascinating one, and, from many angles, a
most glorious one. There is no question but that God's people can look for and expect "leadings,"
"guidance," "indications of what they are meant to do." There are many examples of this in the Scriptures
and I take one at random. You remember the story in Acts 8:26ff of how Philip the Evangelist was told by

the angel of the Lord. "Arise. and go toward the south unto the wav that goes down from lerusalem unto



Gaza, which is desert". ... Now there are leadings such as that. ... If you read the history of the saints,
God's people throughout the centuries and especially the history of revivals, you will find that this is
something which is perfectly clear and definite—men have been told by the Holy Spirit to do something;
they knew it was the Holy Spirit speaking to them, and it transpired that it obviously was his leading. It
seems clear to me that if we deny such a possibility we are again guilty of quenching the Spirit. (D. Martin
Lloyd-Jones)

| 3. Lead People to Jesus from the Scriptures (8:30-40)

0350 Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are
reading?” ' And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit
with him. * Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this:

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter
and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he opens not his mouth.

In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?

For his life is taken away from the earth.”

33

3 And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about
someone else?” *° Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news
about Jesus. *® And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here
is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 38 And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went
down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 3 And when they came up out of the water,
the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing.
40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he
came to Caesarea.

“It was a radical step for a Jew, even for a Hellenist Jew like Philip [to cross boundaries and share
the gospel]. Still, Philip was not the radical. The Spirit was the radical. Philip’s openness to the
Spirit’s leading enabled this major progress toward fulfilling Christ’s commission for a worldwide
gospel.”




