
	  

	  

Serve	  Them	  …	  With	  God-‐Honoring	  Acts	  of	  Mercy	  and	  Justice	  	  
Isaiah	  58:1-‐12	  

	  
	  

We	  have	  been	  saved	  not	  merely	  to	  avoid	  evil,	  but	  to	  do	  good.	  Therefore	  the	  people	  of	  Christ	  should	  not	  be	  known	  primarily	  for	  
what	  we	  don’t	  do,	  but	  what	  we	  do	  do.	  (Piper)	  
	  
	  
1. Repent	  of	  Worthless	  Religion	  (1-‐5;	  13-‐15)	  
	  

	  
58 “Cry aloud; do not hold back;  

lift up your voice like a trumpet;  
  declare to my people their transgression,  

to the house of Jacob their sins.  
 2  Yet they seek me daily  

and delight to know my ways,  
  as if they were a nation that did righteousness  

and did not forsake the judgment of their God;  
  they ask of me righteous judgments;  

they delight to draw near to God.  
 3  ‘Why have we fasted, and you see it not?  

Why have we humbled ourselves, and you take no knowledge of it?’  
  Behold, in the day of your fast you seek your own pleasure,  

and oppress all your workers.  
 4  Behold, you fast only to quarrel and to fight  

and to hit with a wicked fist.  
  Fasting like yours this day  

will not make your voice to be heard on high.  
 5  Is such the fast that I choose,  

a day for a person to humble himself?  
  Is it to bow down his head like a reed,  

and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him?  
  Will you call this a fast,  

and a day acceptable to the LORD?  
	  
	  

 13  “If you turn back your foot from the Sabbath,  
from doing your pleasure on my holy day,  

  and call the Sabbath a delight  
and the holy day of the LORD honorable;  

  if you honor it, not going your own ways,  
or seeking your own pleasure, or talking idly;  

 14  then you shall take delight in the LORD,  
and I will make you ride on the heights of the earth;  

  I will feed you with the heritage of Jacob your father,  
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”  

	  
“Christian	  love	  disposes	  a	  person	  to	  be	  public-‐spirited.	  A	  man	  of	  a	  right	  spirit	  is	  not	  a	  man	  of	  narrow	  and	  private	  views	  
but	  is	  greatly	  concerned	  for	  the	  good	  of	  the	  community	  to	  which	  he	  belongs,	  and	  particularly	  of	  the	  city	  where	  he	  
resides.”	  (Jonathan	  Edwards)	  

	  
	  “The	  point	  of	  Isaiah	  58	  is	  this:	  Piety	  that	  does	  not	  produce	  a	  passion	  for	  God-‐exalting	  social	  justice	  and	  practical	  
mercy	  is	  worthless.	  Or	  to	  put	  it	  positively:	  God	  promises	  that	  we	  will	  break	  forth	  like	  the	  dawn	  if	  our	  piety	  produces	  a	  
passion	  for	  social	  justice	  and	  practical	  mercy….	  Will	  the	  piety	  of	  Sunday	  produce	  a	  passion	  for	  justice	  on	  Monday?	  
That’s	  the	  question	  of	  Isaiah	  58.”	  (Piper)	  

	  
Isaiah	  1:11-‐17	  	  



	  

	  

 11  “What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices?  
says the LORD;  

  I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams  
and the fat of well-fed beasts;  

  I do not delight in the blood of bulls,  
or of lambs, or of goats.  

 12  “When you come to appear before me,  
who has required of you  
this trampling of my courts?  

 13  Bring no more vain offerings;  
incense is an abomination to me.  

  New moon and Sabbath and the calling of convocations—  
I cannot endure iniquity and solemn assembly.  

 14  Your new moons and your appointed feasts  
my soul hates;  

  they have become a burden to me;  
I am weary of bearing them.  

 15  When you spread out your hands,  
I will hide my eyes from you;  

  even though you make many prayers,  
I will not listen;  
your hands are full of blood.  

 16  Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean;  
remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes;  

  cease to do evil,  
 17  learn to do good;  
  seek justice,  

correct oppression;  
  bring justice to the fatherless,  

plead the widow’s cause.  
	  

	  
2. Take	  Responsibility	  for	  the	  Needs	  Around	  You	  (6-‐10)	  	  
	  
True	  revival	  isn’t	  a	  private	  religious	  joyride.	  It’s	  the	  power	  of	  a	  future,	  better	  world	  enabling	  us	  to	  stop	  saying,	  “Those	  
people	  aren’t	  my	  responsibility.”	  It	  gets	  us	  busy,	  doing	  what	  we	  can	  about	  poverty,	  illiteracy,	  slavery,	  abortion,	  
political	  manipulation,	  people	  being	  treated	  like	  animals,	  people	  going	  to	  eternal	  Hell.	  We	  don’t	  need	  three	  years	  in	  
seminary	  to	  get	  the	  motivation	  to	  obey	  God	  in	  this	  way.	  Three	  days	  in	  Third-‐World	  poverty	  or	  just	  three	  seconds	  in	  
Hell	  would	  motivate	  us	  all.	  (R	  Ortlund	  Jr.)	  
	  

 6  “Is not this the fast that I choose:  
to loose the bonds of wickedness,  
to undo the straps of the yoke,  

  to let the oppressed go free,  
and to break every yoke?  

 7  Is it not to share your bread with the hungry  
and bring the homeless poor into your house;  

  when you see the naked, to cover him,  
and not to hide yourself from your own flesh?  

 8  Then shall your light break forth like the dawn,  
and your healing shall spring up speedily;  

  your righteousness shall go before you;  
the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard.  

 9  Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer;  
you shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’  

  If you take away the yoke from your midst,  
the pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness,  



	  

	  

 10  if you pour yourself out for the hungry  
and satisfy the desire of the afflicted,  

  then shall your light rise in the darkness  
and your gloom be as the noonday.  

	  
	  
Rodney	  Stark,	  The	  Rise	  of	  Christianity	  	  
The	  willingness	  of	  Christians	  to	  care	  for	  others	  was	  put	  on	  dramatic	  public	  display	  when	  two	  great	  plagues	  swept	  the	  empire,	  
one	  beginning	  in	  165	  and	  the	  second	  in	  251.	  Mortality	  rates	  climbed	  higher	  than	  30	  percent.	  Pagans	  tried	  to	  avoid	  all	  contact	  
with	  the	  afflicted,	  often	  casting	  the	  still	  living	  into	  the	  gutters.	  Christians,	  on	  the	  other	  hand,	  nursed	  the	  sick	  even	  though	  some	  
believers	  died	  doing	  so.	  The	  results	  of	  these	  efforts	  were	  dramatic….	  	  Christian	  social	  services	  also	  were	  visible	  and	  valuable	  
during	  the	  frequent	  natural	  and	  social	  disasters	  afflicting	  the	  Greco-‐Roman	  world:	  earthquakes,	  famines,	  floods,	  riots,	  civil	  
wars,	  and	  invasions.	  
	  
To	  cities	  filled	  with	  the	  homeless	  and	  impoverished,	  Christianity	  offered	  charity	  and	  hope.	  To	  cities	  filled	  with	  newcomers	  and	  
strangers,	  Christianity	  offered	  immediate	  fellowship.	  To	  cities	  filled	  with	  orphans	  and	  widows,	  Christianity	  provided	  a	  new	  
and	  expanded	  sense	  of	  family.	  Christianity	  mitigated	  relations	  among	  social	  classes,	  and	  at	  the	  very	  time	  when	  the	  gap	  
between	  rich	  and	  poor	  was	  growing.	  It	  did	  not	  preach	  that	  everyone	  could	  or	  should	  be	  socially	  or	  politically	  equal,	  but	  it	  did	  
preach	  that	  all	  were	  equal	  in	  the	  eyes	  of	  God	  and	  that	  the	  more	  fortunate	  had	  a	  responsibility	  to	  help	  those	  in	  need.	  
	  
	  

	  
3. Experience	  the	  Blessing	  of	  Serving	  Others	  (8-‐12)	  
	  
 8  Then shall your light break forth like the dawn,  

and your healing shall spring up speedily;  
  your righteousness shall go before you;  

the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard.  
 9  Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer;  

you shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’  
  If you take away the yoke from your midst,  

the pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness,  
 10  if you pour yourself out for the hungry  

and satisfy the desire of the afflicted,  
  then shall your light rise in the darkness  

and your gloom be as the noonday.  
 11  And the LORD will guide you continually  

and satisfy your desire in scorched places  
and make your bones strong;  

  and you shall be like a watered garden,  
like a spring of water,  
whose waters do not fail.  

 12  And your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;  
you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;  

  you shall be called the repairer of the breach,  
the restorer of streets to dwell in.  

	  
	  
4. Treasure	  the	  Messiah,	  Our	  Sin-‐Bearer,	  and	  Way-‐Shower	  	  
	  
“When	  we	  hear	  Isaiah	  call	  us	  to	  do	  justice	  and	  to	  love	  mercy	  and	  keep	  this	  in	  mind:	  Christ	  has	  come	  and	  shown	  this	  
justice	  with	  his	  life	  so	  we	  could	  see	  it,	  and	  bought	  this	  justice	  by	  his	  death	  so	  that	  we	  can	  do	  it.”	  (Piper)	  	  
	  
Isaiah	  42:1-‐4	  	  
	  
42 Behold my servant, whom I uphold,  

my chosen, in whom my soul delights;  
  I have put my Spirit upon him;  

he will bring forth justice to the nations.  



	  

	  

 2  He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice,  
or make it heard in the street;  

 3  a bruised reed he will not break,  
and a faintly burning wick he will not quench;  
he will faithfully bring forth justice.  

 4  He will not grow faint or be discouraged  
till he has established justice in the earth;  
and the coastlands wait for his law.  

	  
	  
Isaiah	  61:1-‐2a	  
	  
61 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,  

because the LORD has anointed me  
  to bring good news to the poor;  

he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,  
  to proclaim liberty to the captives,  

and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;  
 2  to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor,  
	  

	  
Isaiah	  53:3-‐12	  	  
 3  He was despised and rejected by men;  

a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief;  
  and as one from whom men hide their faces  

he was despised, and we esteemed him not.  

 4  Surely he has borne our griefs  
and carried our sorrows;  

  yet we esteemed him stricken,  
smitten by God, and afflicted.  

 5  But he was pierced for our transgressions;  
he was crushed for our iniquities;  

  upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,  
and with his wounds we are healed.  

 6  All we like sheep have gone astray;  
we have turned—every one—to his own way;  

  and the LORD has laid on him  
the iniquity of us all.  

 7  He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,  
yet he opened not his mouth;  

  like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,  
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,  
so he opened not his mouth.  

 8  By oppression and judgment he was taken away;  
and as for his generation, who considered  

  that he was cut off out of the land of the living,  
stricken for the transgression of my people?  

 9  And they made his grave with the wicked  
and with a rich man in his death,  

  although he had done no violence,  
and there was no deceit in his mouth.  

 10  Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him;  
he has put him to grief;  

  when his soul makes an offering for guilt,  
he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days;  

  the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.  



	  

	  

 11  Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied;  
  by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant,  

make many to be accounted righteous,  
and he shall bear their iniquities.  

 12  Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many,  
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong,  

  because he poured out his soul to death  
and was numbered with the transgressors;  

  yet he bore the sin of many,  
and makes intercession for the transgressors.  

	  
	  
	  
	  


