It’s All About Jesus
Acts 2:22-41

“Today I'm going to tell you a really fascinating story from the Old Testament. This is
the great news: If you're not a Christian, this the perfect Sunday for you to be here
because were not going to talk about Jesus -- because this is from the Old
Testament.”

1. A Christ-centered Message (22-36)

a. The Man (22)

22 «“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by
God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your
midst, as you yourselves know—

b. The Plan (23)

2 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of
God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men.

Acts 4:24-28
24 And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God and said,
“Soverei%n Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything
in them, “° who through the mouth of our father David, your servant, said by the
Holy Spirit,

“ ‘Why did the Gentiles rage,
and the peoples plot in vain?
%6 The kings of the earth set themselves,
and the rulers were gathered together,
against the Lord and against his Anointed’—

T for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant
Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles

and the peoples of Israel, 2to do whatever your hand and your plan had
predestined to take place.

c. The Resurrection (24-32)

24 God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for
him to be held by it.

%5 For David says concerning him,



“ ‘I saw the Lord always before me,
for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken;

26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
my flesh also will dwell in hope.

27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,

w O let your Holy One see corruption.

You have made known to me the paths of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’

29 «Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both
died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. ® Being therefore a
prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set
one of his descendants on his throne, *' he foresaw and spoke about the
resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh
see corruption. 32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses.

d. The Messiah (33-36)

33 Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the
Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are
seeing and hearing. 3 For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says,

“ “The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand,

% until I make your enemies your footstool.” ’

36 [ et all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord
and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

Luke 20
1 But he said to them, “How can they say that the Christ is David’s son? 2 For David
himself says in the Book of Psalms,

“ “The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand,

43 until I make your enemies your footstool.” ’

% David thus calls him Lord, so how is he his son?” (Luke 20:41-44)

Psalm 2 Why do the nations rage
and the peoples plot in vain?

The kings of the earth set themselves,
and the rulers take counsel together,
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against the LORD and against his Anointed, saying,
“Let us burst their bonds apart
and cast away their cords from us.”

He who sits in the heavens laughs;

the Lord holds them in derision.
Then he will speak to them in his wrath,

and terrify them in his fury, saying,
“As for me, I have set my King

on Zion, my holy hill.”

I will tell of the decree:

The LORD said to me, “You are my Son;
today I have begotten you.

Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage,
and the ends of the earth your possession.

You shall break them with a rod of iron
and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”

1% Now therefore, O kings, be wise;

be warned, O rulers of the earth.
Serve the LORD with fear,
and rejoice with trembling.
Kiss the Son,
lest he be angry, and you perish in the way,
for his wrath is quickly kindled.
Blessed are all who take refuge in him.
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'® Then the kings of the earth and the great ones and the generals and the rich and
the powerful, and everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the caves and among
the rocks of the mountains, 16 calling to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and
hide us from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the
Lamb, V7 for the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?”

(Rev 6:15-17)

C.S. Lewis, The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe:

“Is—is he a man?” asked Lucy.

“Aslan a man!” said Mr. Beaver sternly. “Certainly not. [ tell you he is the King of
the wood and the son of the great Emperor-beyond-the-Sea. Don’t you know
who is the King of Beasts? Aslan is a lion—the Lion, the great Lion.”

“Ooh!” said Susan, “I'd thought he was a man. Is he—quite safe? I shall feel rather
nervous about meeting a lion.”

“That you will, dearie, and no mistake,” said Mrs. Beaver; “if there’s anyone who
can appear before Aslan without their knees knocking, they’re either braver than



most or else just silly.”

“Then he isn’t safe?” said Lucy.

“Safe?” said Mr. Beaver; “don’t you hear what Mrs. Beaver tells you? Who said
anything about safe? 'Course he isn’t safe. But he’s good. He’s the King, I tell you.”

2. A Converting Message (37-41)

3 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the
rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”

38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.

* Acts 2:21 -- "Whoever calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved."

* Acts 3:19 - “Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out.”

* Acts 10:43 -- "To Jesus all prophets bear witness that every one who believes in him receives
forgiveness of sins through his name."

* Acts 15:9 -- "God made no distinction between us and them, but cleansed their hearts by faith."

* InActs 13:38-39 -- "Let it be known to you therefore, brethren, that through this man (Jesus)
forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, and by him every one that believes is freed from
everything from which you could not be freed by the law of Moses."

* Acts 16:31 -- "Men, what must I do to be saved? And they said, Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you
will be saved.”

* Acts 20:20-21 -- " did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and
teaching you in public and from house to house, testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of
repentance to God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ."

3 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off,
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.”

0 And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them,
saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” 1 S0 those who received his
word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.



