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Witnessing
Acts 1:1-11

Michael Green, Thirty Years That Changed the World

Three crucial decades in world history. That is all it took. In the years between AD 33 and 64 a new 
movement was born. In those thirty years it got sufficient growth and credibility to become the 
largest religion the world has ever seen and to change the lives of hundreds of millions of people. It 
has spread into every corner of the globe and has more than two billion adherents. It has had an 
indelible impact on civilization, on culture, on education, on medicine, on freedom and of course on 
the lives of countless people worldwide. And the seedbed for all this, the time when it took decisive 
root, was in these three decades. It all began with a dozen men and a handful of women: and then the 
Spirit came. 

#1: Luke’s Message Continues (1:1a)
1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach,

#2: Jesus’ Ministry Continues (1:1b-5)
1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day when he 
was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He 
presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and 
speaking about the kingdom of God. 

Acts 28:30-31
He lived there two whole years at his own expense, and welcomed all who came to him, 31 proclaiming the 
kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance. 
 

4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the 
Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit not many days from now.” 

Romans 15:18-19. 
18 For I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me to bring the 
Gentiles to obedience—by word and deed, 19 by the power of signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of 
God—so that from Jerusalem and all the way around to Illyricum I have fulfilled the ministry of the gospel of 
Christ.

#3: The Church’s Mission Continues (1:6-11)
6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But 
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

A. The People Who Witness: Every Believer (1:8) 
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

Michael Green, Evangelism in the Early Church:
But as early as Acts 8 we find that it is not the apostles but the ‘amateur’ missionaries, the men 
evicted from Jerusalem as a result of the persecution which followed Stephen’s martyrdom, who took 
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the gospel with them wherever they went. It was they who traveled along the coastal plain to 
Phoenicia, over the sea to Cyprus, or struck up north to Antioch. They were evangelists, just as much 
as any apostle was. Indeed, it was they who took the two revolutionary steps of preaching to Greeks 
who had no connection with Judaism, and then with launching the Gentile mission from Antioch. It 
was an unselfconscious effort. 

They were scattered from their base in Jerusalem and they went everywhere spreading the good news 
which had brought joy, release and a new life to themselves. This must often have been not formal 
preaching, but informal chattering to friends and chance acquaintances, in homes and wine shops, on 
walks, and around market stalls. They went everywhere gossiping the gospel; they did it naturally, 
enthusiastically, and with the conviction of those who are not paid to say that sort of thing. 
Consequently, they were taken seriously, and the movement spread, notably among the lower classes. 

B. The Path of a Witness: Suffering (1:8)
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

C. The Power of a Witness: The Holy Spirit (1:8)
 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

D. The People in Need of a Witness: The Nations (1:8)
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

E. The Passion of a Witness: Jesus Christ (1:9-11) 
 9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 
11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

Daniel 7.13-14 
13 “I saw in the night visions, 

and behold, with the clouds of heaven 
there came one like a son of man, 

and he came to the Ancient of Days 
and was presented before him. 
14 And to him was given dominion 
and glory and a kingdom, 

that all peoples, nations, and languages 
should serve him; 

his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
which shall not pass away, 

and his kingdom one 
that shall not be destroyed.


