
Jacob Encounters God at Bethel
Genesis 28:1-22

#1: Jacob’s Directions (28:1-9)

28 Then Isaac called Jacob and blessed him and directed him, “You must not take a wife from the Canaanite 
women. 2 Arise, go to Paddan-aram to the house of Bethuel your mother’s father, and take as your wife from 
there one of the daughters of Laban your mother’s brother. 3 God Almighty bless you and make you fruitful and 
multiply you, that you may become a company of peoples. 4 May he give the blessing of Abraham to you and to 
your offspring with you, that you may take possession of the land of your sojournings that God gave to 
Abraham!” 5 Thus Isaac sent Jacob away. And he went to Paddan-aram, to Laban, the son of Bethuel the 
Aramean, the brother of Rebekah, Jacob’s and Esau’s mother. 

6 Now Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob and sent him away to Paddan-aram to take a wife from there, and 
that as he blessed him he directed him, “You must not take a wife from the Canaanite women,” 7 and that Jacob 
had obeyed his father and his mother and gone to Paddan-aram. 8 So when Esau saw that the Canaanite 
women did not please Isaac his father, 9 Esau went to Ishmael and took as his wife, besides the wives he had, 
Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael, Abraham’s son, the sister of Nebaioth. 

#2: Jacob’s Dream (28:10-15)
10 Jacob left Beersheba and went toward Haran. 11 And he came to a certain place and stayed there that night, 
because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that 
place to sleep. 12 And he dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached 
to heaven. And behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it! 13 And behold, the Lord stood 
above it and said, “I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. The land on which you 
lie I will give to you and to your offspring. 14 Your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread 
abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south, and in you and your offspring shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed. 15 Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you 
back to this land. For I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.”

John 1:43-51
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44 Now Philip was 
from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of 
whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said 
to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47 Jesus saw Nathanael 
coming toward him and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael said 
to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig 
tree, I saw you.” 49 Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus 
answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree, ’do you believe? You will see greater things 
than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God 
ascending and descending on the Son of Man.” 

Augustine: 



In Milan I found your devoted servant the bishop Ambrose. . . . At that time his gifted tongue never tired of 
dispensing the richness of your corn, the joy of your oil, and the sober intoxication of your wine. Unknown to me, 
it was you who led me to him, so that I might knowingly be led by him to you.

#3: Jacob’s Declaration (28:16-17)
16 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it.” 17 And he 
was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate 
of heaven.” 
 
David Wells 
The fundamental problem in the evangelical world today is not inadequate technique, insufficient organization, 
or antiquated music, and those who want to squander the church’s resources bandaging these scratches will do 
nothing stanch the flow of blood spilling from its true wound. The fundamental problem in the evangelical world 
today is that God rests too inconsequentially upon the church. His truth is too distant, his grace is to ordinary, his 
judgment is too benign, his gospel too easy, and his Christ too common.

#4: Jacob’s Dependent Vow (28:18-22)
18 So early in the morning Jacob took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and 
poured oil on the top of it. 19 He called the name of that place Bethel, but the name of the city was Luz at the first. 
20 Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me 
bread to eat and clothing to wear, 21 so that I come again to my father’s house in peace, then the Lord shall be 
my God, 22 and this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be God’s house. And of all that you give me I will 
give a full tenth to you.” 


