
Jacob Meets Esau 
Genesis 33:1-20

Romans 12:18
If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.

Matthew 5:9
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.

#1: Jacob and Esau (33:1-17)
Remarkable Reconciliation (1-11)
33 And Jacob lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, Esau was coming, and four hundred men with him. So 
he divided the children among Leah and Rachel and the two female servants. 2 And he put the servants with 
their children in front, then Leah with her children, and Rachel and Joseph last of all. 3 He himself went on before 
them, bowing himself to the ground seven times, until he came near to his brother. 

4 But Esau ran to meet him and embraced him and fell on his neck and kissed him, and they wept.

Luke 15
14 And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. 15 So 
he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 
16 And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything.

17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have more than enough 
bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your 
hired servants. ’ ”20 And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw 
him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son. ’22 But the father said to his 
servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 
23 And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24 For this my son was dead, and is alive 
again; he was lost, and is found. ’And they began to celebrate.

Applications [One Slide]

#1: The Heart: God Can Change the Hearts of People

#2: Prayer: The Lord Answers Prayer

#3: Peacemaking: Pursue Peace with Others 

[New Slide]
5 And when Esau lifted up his eyes and saw the women and children, he said, “Who are these with you?” Jacob 
said, “The children whom God has graciously given your servant.” 6 Then the servants drew near, they and their 
children, and bowed down. 7 Leah likewise and her children drew near and bowed down. And last Joseph and 
Rachel drew near, and they bowed down. 8 Esau said, “What do you mean by all this company that I met?” 
Jacob answered, “To find favor in the sight of my lord.” 9 But Esau said, “I have enough, my brother; keep what 
you have for yourself.” 10 Jacob said, “No, please, if I have found favor in your sight, then accept my present from 
my hand. For I have seen your face, which is like seeing the face of God, and you have accepted me. 11 Please 



accept my blessing that is brought to you, because God has dealt graciously with me, and because I have 
enough.” Thus he urged him, and he took it. 

B. Peaceable Separation (12-17)
12 Then Esau said, “Let us journey on our way, and I will go ahead of you.” 13 But Jacob said to him, “My lord 

knows that the children are frail, and that the nursing flocks and herds are a care to me. If they are driven hard 
for one day, all the flocks will die. 14 Let my lord pass on ahead of his servant, and I will lead on slowly, at the 
pace of the livestock that are ahead of me and at the pace of the children, until I come to my lord in Seir.” 

15 So Esau said, “Let me leave with you some of the people who are with me.” But he said, “What need is 
there? Let me find favor in the sight of my lord.” 16 So Esau returned that day on his way to Seir. 17 But Jacob 
journeyed to Succoth, and built himself a house and made booths for his livestock. Therefore the name of the 
place is called Succoth.

#2: Jacob and His God (33:18-20)
A. God Keeps His Promise about Returning to the Land (18-19)
18 And Jacob came safely to the city of Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan, on his way from Paddan-aram, 
and he camped before the city. 19 And from the sons of Hamor, Shechem’s father, he bought for a hundred 
pieces of money the piece of land on which he had pitched his tent.

Genesis 28:15
15 Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land. For I will not 
leave you until I have done what I have promised you.”



B. Jacob Worships God in the Promised Land (33:20)
20 There he erected an altar and called it El-Elohe-Israel. 


